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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:

324

Name(s) of African providing account:

Adriano Gangá

Date account recorded:

1843

Date account first published:

1996

Date of entry creation:

20 September 2021

Source:

English translation of statement printed on p. 185-186 in VOICES OF THE
ENSLAVED IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY CUBA: A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY, edited
by Gloria García Rodríguez. Translated by Nancy L. Westrate. Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2011. Copyright © 2011 by the University of North Carolina Press. Used by
permission of the publisher. www.uncpress.org.

Comments:

None

Text of Account:
English translation –
p. 185:
“Statement of Adriano Ganga, over twenty-five, coppersmith and field hand, from the ingenio El
Acana, with a work force of 270 slaves, owned by Jose Eusebio Alfonso.
. . . the slaves from El Triunvirato arrived at the slave quarters making a great deal of racket,
flinging open the doors to all their rooms, ordering them to get up and join them. Then they [the
slaves from El Acana] came out, and asked what was going on. Their [the slaves from El
Triunvirato] response was, “Let’s go make war and kill the whites. We already have killed the
mayoral on our ingenio.” The deponent and most of the rest of the slaves there on the farm,
tremendously affected by the rebels’ evil intent, replied that they in no way shared their
intentions, and they began to scatter out into the canebrakes. . . . At that time, seventeen slaves
had been locked up
p. 186:
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for having attempted to escape. One of these was named Adan, a Lucumi, and he began to shout,
imploring the mutineers for help. [When the rebels became] aware of their clamors, they
immediately forced their way into the room, released the prisoners, and took them over to the
mayoral’s house. They already had the house surrounded, and they proceeded to remove the
prisoners’ bonds. . . . [The deponent and a fellow slave, Eleuterio,] found the mayoral’s two
daughters, one wounded and the other unharmed, who were fleeing from a group of slaves that
was pursuing them. The deponent and his companion saw that, and they each grabbed one of
them [the girls]. The deponent carried his (the wounded one) to the pigsty belonging to the sentry
for the banana grove and covered her with fronds from that tree. The deponent led his [girl,
uninjured] to a place where there was a horse, helped her mount it, and took her to where the
mayoral was. . . . The mayordomo, his wife, and a child, the mayoral’s nephew, the carpenter’s
sister, and another woman who was a stranger to him [were assassinated on El Acana] . . .”
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